[Value of cost-utility analysis; evidence-based policy making].
In this issue of the Journal a review on the present state of science regarding cost-utility analysis is presented. The article can be regarded as a laudable enumeration of the points of academic discussion still associated with cost-utility analyses. Indeed, various schools of researchers with different positions on specific points contribute to these discussions. However, it would be incorrect to conclude that cost-utility analyses are therefore not useful. If performed according to current insights and clearly presented, they are transparent and can be assessed and reproduced. Thus they can contribute to a scientific underpinning of policy decisions. Notably, the alternative of 'opinion'-based policy making should be kept in mind when assessing cost-utility analyses.